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Expression of Interest (EOI) for support to access and apply evidence related to temporary accommodation
About the Wales Centre for Public Policy and the Centre for Homelessness Impact 
At the Wales Centre for Public Policy (WCPP), we believe that policy and practice should be informed by the best available evidence.  
Our role is to bring together independent, authoritative evidence and expertise, and to make this accessible and useful to policy makers and public service leaders. 
We collaborate with decision makers at different levels of government. We work with the Welsh Government and other national public bodies, as well as sub-national, regional and local public bodies.  
We are collaborating with our sister organisation, the Centre for Homelessness Impact (CHI), to assess the EOI submissions, and to partner with and support local authorities. CHI is the What Works centre for homelessness. CHI’s mission is to act as a catalyst for evidence-led change, enabling those working in and around homelessness - especially those in local, regional and national governments - to make better use of evidence and data to achieve better results. 
Temporary accommodation evidence open call
What are WCPP and CHI aiming to achieve?
We are looking to partner with one or more local authorities to support you to access and apply evidence and insight to inform policy and practice in relation to temporary accommodation. To do this, we are running an open call for potential local authority partners to submit an expression of interest for evidence-related support from WCPP and/or CHI, and possibly other research/evidence centres. The EOI does not need to include a fully formed research question, but instead can outline a challenge you face related to temporary accommodation which you think evidence could help with. 

We may also invite local authorities with similar EOI challenges/questions to collaborate with WCPP and/or CHI as a collective.



What kinds of support can WCPP and/or CHI provide? What kinds of outputs does WCPP and/or CHI develop? 

	Catergory
	Service offers
	Purpose/value

	 


Evidence Access
	· Conducting evidence reviews (WCPP & CHI)
· Developing policy/practice briefings (WCPP & CHI)
· Developing practice-based case studies (WCPP & CHI)
· Developing international case studies (WCPP & CHI)
· Convening roundtables and/or workshops (WCPP & CHI)
· Developing expert think-pieces (WCPP & CHI)
	Provide timely, high-quality evidence to inform decisions & strategy

	



Evidence Generation
	· Local insights & diagnostics (To understand TA drivers, pathways etc.) (CHI)
· Diagnostics and coaching around how well the local system is working together - data, governance, workforce (CHI)
· Local cost & demand modelling using actual local expenditure data (CHI)
· Use of Temporary Accommodation Value for Investment tools improve outcomes/value in TA (CHI)
· Lived-experience insight synthesis (WCPP & CHI)
· Light-touch evaluation or Test & Learn studies (CHI)
	Generate local evidence to understand needs, resource pressure & what works locally

	

Evidence Translation
	· Developing evidence-informed theories of change (WCPP & CHI)
· Undertaking systems mapping (WCPP & CHI)
· Mapping and codifying crisis prevention pathways (CHI)
· Evidence based implementation guidance/operational manuals (WCPP & CHI)
	Turn evidence into actionable guidance and practical tools for delivery

	


Evidence Capability & Culture
	· Training & coaching on use of evidence to inform policy and practice (CHI)
· Evidence coaching - to think about how best to test, monitor and evaluate interventions to ensure they are effective (CHI)
· Joining CHI's Welsh trailblazers' group - looking at what works to end homelessness, sharing promising practice and interventions and thinking about how best to unify data and data systems (CHI)
	Build long-term, internal capability so councils can use evidence confidently & sustainably




What kind of evidence does WCPP draw on? 
We seek to unlock existing academic evidence where possible, but often draw on wider forms of evidence as well, such as practice-based evidence and expertise, organisational data, monitoring data and lived experience evidence and expertise.
Will my organisation need to pay for this support?  
No. Both WCPP and CHI are already funded to provide evidence support to local authorities. However, both organisations have limited capacity so it is possible that we will not be able to progress every EOI as a project ourselves.   
How will WCPP decide who to work with and support? 
· Importance: to what extent would addressing this challenge improve or support the broader challenge of homelessness and temporary accommodation?
· Need: is this already covered by others or is there a clear evidence need?​
· Impact: can we define how working with potential partners could shape policy, practice and/or decision-making processes and attitudes?​
· Cost and capacity: is the work achievable within defined capacity constraints and budgets?​[footnoteRef:1] [1:  We usually deliver projects over the course of 3 months (such as a roundtable or workshop) to 12 months (such as a rapid evidence review or case study report), but there is flexibility around these parameters.
 ] 

· Feasibility: is the scope of the research realistic? ​
· Fit: does the work fit with our priority areas and broader portfolio of work? Is there potential to develop our methods and practices?
· Commitment & Collaboration: to what extent does the partner demonstrate a willingness to stay engaged throughout delivery, participate in learning-by-doing, and share responsibility for generating and applying evidence?
We particularly welcome rapid turnaround projects, but we will also consider longer-term partnerships.
What if WCPP or CHI cannot help me with my request? 
If we receive EOIs that we at WCPP or colleagues at CHI cannot support with, we will seek to connect you with other evidence or research centres who may be better placed to support a particular request than we are.





     
Expression of interest form
Role of person completing the EOI form:
Question Four
Name of person completing the EOI form:
Question One 

     
Name of local authority and collaborating partner(s), if applicable:
Question Three
☐
☐
Yes
Has this EOI submission received organisational/departmental approval?
Question Five
Contact email:
Question Two

     

     

No
If yes, what is the name and role of the person who approved this EOI submission?

Click or tap here to enter text.

     
How many individuals are currently housed in temporary accommodation in your local authority?
Question Six
     
Please outline your evidence support request. Consider the challenge you would like to address and/or the question(s) you have. How do you think evidence or insight could support you with this challenge?
Question Seven

     
     
Have you done any work/research to address this challenge previously? If so, what?
Question Nine
What evidence or data do you collect or have access to that might support this project? For example, do you already hold any of the following forms of evidence related to this: academic evidence, impact or process evaluations, lived experience evidence, practitioner-based evidence, or organisational or monitoring data.
Question Eight 

Thank you for completing this EOI. We will be in touch as soon as possible.


     
What timeline do you anticipate for this work?
Question Eleven
What would be the desired/intended impact of this project? Would it feed into ongoing policymaking or practice in any way?
Question Ten
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